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Summary of Beirut Port Statistics at March 2016

compared with the same period of 2015

Subjects 1%t quarter 1%t quarter +/- +/-%

2016 2015
Number of vessels which called | 510 425 +85 +20 %
at Beirut Port
Total Tonnage handled (tons) 2,174 million 1,811 million +363 thousand | +20 %
Total imports for Lebanese 1,948 million 1,630 million +318 thousand | +20 %
markets (tons)
Total exports (Lebanese 226 181 +45 +25 %
cargoes) (tons) (thousand)
Total Containers handled (TEU) | 269,876 252,630 +17,246 +7 %
Containers imported for local 94,039 83,586 +10,453 +13 %
markets (TEU)
Containers exported with 19,963 14,716 +5,247 +36 %
Lebanese cargoes (TEU)
Total Transshipment containers | 74,430 86,735 -12,305 -14 %
(TEU)
Total Cars handled (cars) 25,627 20,843 +4,784 +23 %
Total Imported (cars) 22,185 17,442 +4,743 +27 %
Total Re-exported (cars) 3,442 3,401 +41 +1%
Total Passengers - - - -
Total Port revenues (USD) 56,962 50,702 +6,260 +12 %
(million)
Total Harbor Master fees (USD) | 2,067 2,062 +5 thousand +1%
(million)
Total port revenues & harbor 59,029 52,764 +6,265 +12 %
master fees (USD) (million) (USD) (million) | (USD) (million) | (USD) (million)
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Summary of Lebanese International Trade Exchange at March 2016
compared with the same period of 2015

Subjects 1% quarter 2016 | 1 quarter 2015 | + /- (USD) +/-%
(USD) (million) (USD) (million) (million)

Total imports (million) 4622 4170 +452 +11%

Total exports (million) 634 744 -110 -15%

Trade deficit (million) 3988 3426 +562 +16 %
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Lebanon trade deficit up to USD 3988 million at March 2016
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Top 10 Exporting Countries to Lebanon in 1 quarter of 2016
Country 1st quarter | 1st quarter +/- millionUSD | +/- %
2016 (million) | 2015 (million)
(USD) (USD)
1- CHINA 522 513 +9 +2 %
2- USA 380 215 +165 +77 %
3- ITALY 345 279 +66 +24 %
4- HOLLAND 345 57 +288 +505 %
5- GERMANY 242 267 -25 9%
6- RUSSIAN FEDERATION 231 262 -31 12 %
7- GREECE 182 186 -4 2%
8- FRANCE 176 255 -79 -31%
9-TURKEY 164 149 +15 +10 %
10- KUWAIT 129 6 +123 +2050 %
Total import to Lebanon | 2716 2189 +527 +24 %
(USD) (million)

Top 10 Importing Countries from Lebanon in 1st quarter 2016

Country 1st quarter | 1st quarter | +/- millionUSD | +/-%

2016 (million) | 2015 (million)

(USD) (USD)
1- SOUTH AFRICA 74 52 +22 +42 %
2- SAUDI ARABIA 73 98 -25 -26 %
3- UAE 60 78 -18 -23 %
4-SYRIA 43 54 -11 -20 %
5- IRAQ 38 62 -24 -39 %
6- JORDAN 26 24 +2 +8 %
7- GERMANY 22 15 +7 +47 %
8- QATAR 18 23 -5 -22%
9- EGYPT 16 24 -8 -33%
10- TURKEY 14 18 -4 -22%
Total export from Lebanon | 384 448 -64 -14 %
(USD) (million)
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Hajj Hassan meets Kaag, signs cooperation agreement between LIRA and Berytech
Minister of Industry, Hussein Hajj Hassan, met with United Nations Special Coordinator for
Lebanon, Sigrid Kaag, and discussed political and economic matters.

Separately, the Minister signed a Memorandum of Understanding between Lebanese Industrial
Research Achievements programme (LIRA) and Maroun Chammas, CEO and Chairman of
Berytech.

The memorandum aims at building effective cooperation between industry, academia, and
research centers to address the research and development needs of the Lebanese industry and
empower the industrial sector with innovations leading to competitiveness and productivity. It
also focuses on gearing students towards alternative vocations and bolstering initiatives.
National News Agency
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Summary of containers handled at Beirut Port at March 2016
compared with the same period of 2015

Subject 1% quarter 1%t quarter | +/-(TEU) | +/-%
2016 (TEU) | 2015 (TEU)
Containers imported full for local markets 94,039 83,586 +10,453 +13 %
Containers imported empty 1,075 144 +931 +647 %
Containers exported full with Lebanese cargoes | 19,963 14,716 +5,247 +36 %
Containers re-exported empty 75,994 61,438 +14,556 +24 %
Total transshipment containers (full & empty) 74,430 86,735 -12,305 -14 %
Total containers restowed on board vessels 4,375 6,011 -1,636 27 %
Total containers handled (TEU) 269,876 252,630 +17,246 +7%
3K 3k 3k 3k 3k 3K ok ok %k k
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Four airliners start routes to Beirut, Two passenger and two cargo companies
Swiss passenger airline company, Germania Flug AG, announced a new direct route to Beirut.
Walid Temsah, Chairman of local tourism agency Tala Tours, said: “We are announcing the
launch of the only direct route between Zurich and Beirut at a rate of two flights a week, every
Monday and Friday.” The flights will take place all year round. “Businessmen and tourists will
receive special treatment in addition to the time saved and distance shortened to periodically

visit their friends and family,” he said.

Iraqi airline company FlyBaghdad has also started direct flights from and to Erbil. The airliner
is making four trips weekly.

British firm Cargologic has also applied for a permit to make regular flights to Beirut Rafik
Hariri International Airport (BRHIA). The Civil Aviation Department is expected to give its
approval soon.

Turkish firm MNG Airlines has also started making regular cargo flights to BRHIA. “MNG
used to serve Beirut opportunistically. Now it comes on a regular basis,” a civil aviation official
said. The intensifying cargo traffic is due to the recent inauguration of the cargo center,
according to the source. Cargologic and MNG Airlines have fleets of ten and nine planes,
respectively, made of Airbus and Boeing planes.

Businessnews.com.lb ok kckkx

Au Liban, plusieurs banques victimes de fraudes a la carte bancaire
La Banque libano-francaise (BLF) a déclaré dans un communiqué avoir procédé a I'annulation
de cartes bancaires dont les titulaires avaient été victimes de fraude ou de tentative de fraude.
« Au cours de la semaine du 9 mai, plusieurs banques libanaises dont la BLF ont été victimes
d'une fraude sur leurs distributeurs automatiques de billets (DAB) ayant impacté certains
détenteurs de cartes », a précisé le communiqué. La BLF a également assuré avoir identifié «
toutes les cartes suspectes », avant de préciser que ces derniéres allaient étre « annulées et
remplacées » aux frais de la banque et que « tous les clients » concernés en avaient été informés.
« C'est parce que nous appliquons scrupuleusement toutes les normes internationales de
sécurité que nous avons pu détecter cet incident a temps et y apporter la réponse appropriée »,
a conclu la directrice de la monétique a la BLF, Myrna Wehbé, dans le communiqué de la
banque.
Contacte par L'Orient-Le Jour, le service de presse de la BLF a par ailleurs déclaré « qu'une
enquéte était en cours pour déterminer l'origine et I'ampleur de la fraude ». Il n'a cependant pas
souhaité divulguer plus de détails sur les montants impliqués, le nombre de distributeurs
concernés, le volume de cartes bancaires ayant fait I'objet d'une annulation ou l'identité des
autres établissements victimes de cette fraude.
Cependant, des sources bancaires anonymes ont confirmé a L'Orient-Le Jour I'existence de
rappels opérés par d'autres établissements bancaires suite a des opérations de « skimming » —
escroquerie consistant a détourner les informations d'une carte en piratant un DAB —, sans, la
encore, fournir suffisamment d'informations pour permettre d'identifier et de contacter ces
établissements.
Contactée, la Banque du Liban a de son coté affirmé « ne pas avoir eu connaissance de cette
tentative de fraude », avant d'ajouter que « les banques établies au Liban ont un pouvoir
discrétionnaire pour gérer ce type d'incident, dans les limites du cadre fixé par la réglementation
en vigueur ».
L’Orient Le Jour Fekedededededededek
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Compared with the same period of 2015

Chambre Internationale de Navigation de Beyrouth

1t 3 months | 1%t 3 months | +/ - +/-%

2016 2015
Number of vessels which called at Tripoli Port | 199 132 +67 +51 %
Total Tonnage handled (tons) 490,616 310,415 +180,201 | +58 %
Total imports (tons) 356,440 297,982 458,458 | +20%
Total exports (tons) 134,176 12,433 +121,743 | +980 %
Total Cars handled (cars) 1,002 945 +57 +6 %
Total containers (TEU) 300 35 +265 +757 %
Total trailers 5,172 1,845 +3,327 +180 %
Trailers discharged 2,589 911 +1,678 +184 %
Trailers loaded 2,583 934 +1,649 +177 %
Total Port revenues (million) USD 4,567 3,575 +992 +28 %
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Permits for new buildings drop 13.7 pct in 2015
Beirut:Construction permits for new buildings in Lebanon fell by 13.7 percent in 2015
compared to 2014, the Order of Engineers and Architects of Beirut and Tripoli said.
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“The surface area of construction permits for new buildings totaled 6.62 million square meters
in 2015, constituting a decrease of 13.7 percent from 7.67 million sqm in 2014,” Lebanon This
Week, an economic publication of the Byblos Bank Group said, citing figures released by the
order. The report did not give a reason behind the drop.
“The surface area of construction permits for new residential buildings was 5.4 million sqm
last year and accounted for 81.4 percent of the total. It was followed by commercial buildings
with 553,628 sqm (8.4 percent), industrial- and agricultural-related buildings with 251,081 sqm
(3.8 percent), general service buildings such as hospitals and schools with 165,780 sqgm (2.5
percent), hotel- and tourism-related buildings with 136,199 sgm (2.1 percent) and general
purpose buildings with 126,918 sqm (1.9 percent),” the report explained.
It added that the Mount Lebanon represented the bulk of the total construction permits. “The
distribution of the surface area of construction permits for new residential buildings shows that
Mount Lebanon accounted for 60.5 percent of the total, followed by the South with 13.8
percent, Beirut with 8.9 percent, the Bekaa with 7.9 percent, Nabatieh with 7.8 percent and the
North with 1.2 percent,” the report said.
It added that Order of Engineers and Architects issued 6,302 authorizations to start construction
work in 2015, constituting a decrease of 7 percent from 6,779 in 2014 and relative to a decline
of 3.4 percent in 2014.
“All construction permits ... are subject to the mandatory authorization for the start of the actual
construction. Applications for the authorizations should be filed during a period of up to one
year after receiving the construction permit,” the report said.
“Mount Lebanon accounted for 42.5 percent of total authorizations in 2015, followed by the
South (22.5 percent), Nabatieh (18.7 percent), the Bekaa (13.7 percent), Beirut (1.6 percent)
and the North (1.1 percent). In parallel, the surface area of issued authorizations reached 7.7
million sgm last year, constituting a decrease of 6.1 percent from 8.2 million sqgm in 2014 and
compared to a decline of 0.8 percent in 2014,” the report said.

The Daily Star
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Summary of Beirut Port Statistics in March 2016 compared with February 2016
Subjects March 2016 February 2016 | +/ - +/-%
Total vessels 197 160 +37 +23 %
Total Tonnage handled (tons) thousand 839 652 +187 +29 %
Total imports (tons) thousand 755 578 +177 +31%
Total exports (tons) thousand 84 74 +10 +14 %
Total Containers handled (TEU) 99,534 78,444 +21,090 | +27 %
Total Containers imported for local markets (TEU) | 37,536 27,070 +10,466 | +39%
Total Containers exported with Lebanese cargoes | 7,127 6,763 +364 +5%
(TEV)
Total Transshipment containers (TEU) 27,307 21,452 +5,855 +27 %
Total Cars handled (cars) 8,694 7,271 +1,423 +20 %
Total Cars Imported (cars) 7,534 6,055 +1,479 +24 %
Total cars Re-exported by sea (cars) 1,160 1,216 -56 -5%
Total Passengers - - - -
Total Port revenues (USD) (million) 19,812 18,782 +1,030 +5%
Total harbor master revenues (USD) (thousand) 307 435 -122 -29 %
Total Beirut Port revenues & Harbor Master Fees | 20,119 19,217 +902 +5 %
(USD) (million) thousand
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Summary of Lebanese International Trade Exchange in March 2016
compared with February 2016

Subjects March 2016 | February 2016 | +/- million | +/- %
(million) (USD) (million) (USD) usD

Total imports (million) 1750 1377 +373 +27 %

Total exports (million) 220 228 -8 -4 %

Total trade deficit (million) 1530 1149 +381 +33 %
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Lebanon trade deficit up to USD 1530 million in March 2016
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UASC and Hapag-Lloyd confirm merger talks
United Arab Shipping Company and Hapag-Lloyd have confirmed they are in talks over a
cooperation agreement that could include a merger of operations.
The German shipping line Hapag-Lloyd said in a statement the companies are basing
negotiations on relative business valuations of 72 percent for Hapag-Lloyd, and 28 percent for
UASC.
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The merging of UASC and Hapag-Lloyd would create the world's fifth-largest container
shipping group, according to Alphaliner data, controllig 7.2% of global ocean container freight
capacity.
The move would give Hapag-Lloyd access to UASC’s fleet of six 18,000-teu container ships
without the massive investment needed to order its own tonnage.
Despite operating on the Asia-Europe trade route, Hapag-LIloyd has shied away from launching
its own ultra-large container ships, due to the price crisis currently affecting the container trade.
ULCSs, when operating at capacity, offer a huge cost saving of around 50% per teu, over
Panamax vessels, but haemorrhage money when only half full, which is the average load most
vessels on the Asia-Europe route are currently carrying.
The news comes just one day after an announcement by CMA CGM (CMA CGM) that it has
formed a new shipping alliance with COSCO Container Lines (COSCO), Evergreen Line
(Evergreen), and Orient Overseas Container Line (OOCL).
The new alliance forces lines such as UASC and Hapag-Lloyd to find new partners to fill in
the gaps of their now altered alliances
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Chinese exports stabilise in April as currency starts to weaken
CHINA's exports stabilised in April as the value of the currency decreased, while imports
extended declines to 18 months, reports Bloomberg News.
"China's exports stayed positive in April, but with gains flattered by yuan depreciation,"” said
Bloomberg Intelligence economists Tom Orlik and Fielding Chen.
The lack of a sustained trade rebound adds to pressure for more government stimulus to help
boost growth, which they say will slow this year to 6.5 per cent.
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Exports are weakening according to cumulative data with shipments falling 2.1 per cent in
dollar volume January to April year on year.
March exports jumped 11.5 per cent in dollar terms due to recovering global demand and a low
comparison base versus last year, said Sheng Laiyun, a spokesman for National Bureau of
Statistics.
Said Commerzbank economist Zhou Hao: "China's data improvement in March is short-lived.
The market has to prepare a little bit for the downside risk in other Chinese data and some sort
of market correction might be inevitable."”
China's oil imports rebounded amid strong buying by independent refiners that pushed crude
demand to record highs.
Inbound shipments totalled 32.5 million tonnes topping 7.96 million barrels a day, near the
8.04 million record set in February.
World Maritime News

*kkhkhkhkhhhkk

NILEDUTCH UPGRADES FAR EAST - WEST AFRICA SERVICE
NileDutch, the container line specialising in West Africa, will upgrade its existing FEWA (Far
East — West Africa) service to weekly. There will also be three new ports of call: Chiwan
(China), Port Kelang (Malaysia) and Cape Town (South Africa). Together with its partner PIL
the line will join the ASAF service of CMA-CGM.

Port rotation
The upgraded weekly service will be operated using 13 vessels (6,000 TEU). As of 12 March
the port rotation will be: Xingang, Qingdao, Shanghai, Ningbo, Nansha, Chiwan, Singapore,
Port Kelang, Tajung Pelepas, Cape Town, Pointe Noire, Luanda and Singapore.
West African feeder network
Pointe Noire (Congo) is the NileDutch feeder hub for Douala, Libreville, Bata, Malabo, Boma,
Matadi, Cabinda and Soyo. Luanda (Angola) will be the hub for cargo for Lobito and Namibe.
Cargo to Abidjan will be transhipped via Pointe Noire.
NileDutch Africa Line BV (NileDutch), headquartered in Rotterdam (NL) is a major container
shipping company, focussing on links between West Africa and the rest of the world. The
company has over 30 years’ experience of working in Africa and has a large network of offices
and agents. This presence in the region means NileDutch is familiar with the needs of the
African market and can respond quickly to changes in the situation and offer their customers a
reliable service. The fleet of vessels provides efficient access to smaller ports in West Africa.
Nilidutch.com falakaialaialobaloial

Hamburg Std Reaps Fruit from CCNI Takeover
German shipping company Hamburg Stid Group reported an increase in total turnover by 16.8
percent to EUR 6.05 billion (USD 6.8bn), the company said.
The main drivers of the growth were ascribed to the takeover and integration of the container
operations of the Chilean shipping company Compafiia Chilena de Navegacion Interoceénica
S.A. (CCNI) in late March 2015 as well as the entry into the East—West trade lanes.
Shipment volume in the liner business rose on the previous year by 21.5 percent to 4,101
million TEU.
Despite the weakness of the South American economies, especially Brazil, Argentina, and
Venezuela, this made it possible to meet the volume growth planned for the reporting year, the
company said.
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A fleet capacity of 625,000 TEU (+16 percent year on year) propelled the Hamburg Siid Group
into the ranks of the ten largest container shipping lines worldwide for the first time.

The company’s liner division failed to meet expectations amid global overcapacity and freight
rates fall of roughly 16 percent, the company said.

Bulk shipping was also characterized by very difficult market conditions and it fell well short
of the result planned for the reporting period. Only the company’s product tanker segment
achieved a satisfactory result.

With regard to the outlook, Hamburg Sud anticipates a further significant, albeit more moderate
increase in carryings of some 8 percent for 2016 compared to the previous year.

Because freight rates are expected to remain under pressure due to continuing overcapacities
and weak economic development, it is anticipated that the shipping group’s turnover will stay
roughly the same.

“In the current market environment, Hamburg Siid, like most of its competitors, is also exposed
to strong downward pressure on earnings. The projects successfully launched last year to
achieve sustainable cost reductions will, therefore, also be further stepped up in 2016 by,
among other things, measures to cut fuel consumption, the implementation of further

World Maritime News
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Strong Q1 figures for port of Antwerp

Antwerp Q1 figuresFigures from the first three months of the year reveal a strong start to 2016

for the port of Antwerp, with its highest ever overall freight volume handled in March.

Antwerp has built on a record-breaking 2015 with further growth, handling 53,265,552 tonnes

of freight in the first quarter of 2016 — 3.9 percent more than in the same period last year. The

container volume in TEU did particularly well with growth of 4.6 percent, while liquid bulk

rose to new heights with growth of 10.6 percent.

The Port Authority has expressed its delight with the figures but warned against unbridled

optimism in view of the continuing volatility and turbulence in the market.

Containers and breakbulk

The container tonnage rose by 3.2 percent during the first quarter, finishing at 29,143,365

tonnes. This corresponds to a volume of 2,459,847 TEU, up 4.6 percent on the same period last

year.

The ro/ro volume for its part remained almost static, up just 0.4 percent to 1,111,278 tonnes.

On the other hand the number of cars handled rose by 5.7 percent, to 308,484 units.

Conventional breakbulk also registered growth in comparison with last year, thanks among

others to the volume of steel handled (up 14.5 percent to 1,806,160 tonnes). At the end of

March the total volume of conventional breakbulk stood at 2,373,819 tonnes, an increase of

2.4 percent.

Liquid bulk

The volume of liquid bulk handled rose by an impressive 10.6 percent during the first three

months of this year, to 17,693,219 tonnes. As for oil derivatives, these amounted to 13,178,993

tonnes for the first quarter, representing growth of no less than 17 percent.
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Dry bulk
The amount of dry bulk handled in the port for its part came to 2,943,871 tonnes, a drop of 17.9
percent compared with the first quarter of 2015. In the meantime the falling demand for coal
resulted in a negative first-quarter result in this sector, falling very sharply by 81.1 percent to
69,975 tonnes. The planned conversion of the coal-fired power station in Langerlo (Belgium)
weighed heavily on the result, but ports in general where coal is stored are faced with falling
imports and declining stocks. The volume of ore handled also fell significantly, down 33.9
percent to 465,796 tonnes, helping to push down the overall result for dry bulk.
Seagoing ships
A total of 3,535 seagoing ships called at the port of Antwerp during the past three months, an
increase of 3.7 percent. The gross tonnage for its part rose by 15.2 percent to 96,557,856 GT.
*kkkhkhkkkikhkik
IRISL runs services to Hamburg, Antwerp and Genoa, next to South America
THE Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) has resumed its routes to various
destinations across Europe, said IRISL managing director Mohammad Saeedi, reports the
Tehran Times.
Iran’s shipping lines to Europe had been cut for seven years under the western-led sanctions
against the country, but shipping lines to Hamburg, Antwerp and Genoa are now re-connected
thanks to the removal of sanctions, the official said.
Mr Saeedi that Iran also plans to resume its shipping lines to Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay
on the way to make its exports and imports easier and of course at lower prices.
He also said IRISL's transport and banking difficulties have been largely overcome in the post-
sanction era, and insurance problems are now manageable.
IRISL rose to the place of 22nd largest shipping line in the world, according to Alphaliner.
IRISL was classified number 23 in February. Owning 43 ships, IRISL currently has the
capacity of 96,160 TEU, together with 2,288 TEU in order book.
Based on Alphaliner latest report, the IRISL's capacity takes up 0.5 per cent of world's shipping
lines.
In March, Mr Saeidi said the fleet is aiming to rise to the place of 15th largest shipping line in
the next two years with a broad objective to get among the top ten in the course of five years.
US sanctions barred IRISL fleet of about 170 vessels from sailing in international waters. They
also prohibited international shipping companies from calling on Iranian ports.
International shipping lines are stepping up port calls to Iran as the country's massive maritime
trade sector is emerging from sanctions.
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Port of Rotterdam’s total throughput in Q1 virtually the same as last year
Higher throughput of liquid bulk, decrease in dry bulk and containers
The port of Rotterdam handled roughly the same volume of cargo in the first quarter of 2016
as in the same period last year. An increase in the volume of, mainly, crude oil and oil products
put through the port was offset by a more or less equivalent decrease in the volume of dry bulk
and containers. The total volume of cargo handled in the port increased by 0.2%, to 116.9
million tonnes. Port of Rotterdam Authority CEO Allard Castelein: “The port’s throughput
grew by 4.9% in 2015. Our ambition is to match this high throughput volume in the present
year. So far we are on course — but we still have three quarters to go.”
Port of Rotterdam

*khkkkkikkkikk

HSBC axes 840 IT in Britain in first big wave of planned cuts
HSBC (HSBA.L), Europe's largest bank, started laying off 840 information technology
workers in Britain , the first big tranche of redundancies under a restructuring plan that will
eliminate 8,000 British jobs by the end of next year.
Most of the staff affected were being informed about the cuts on Monday, according to a source
familiar with the matter.The majority of the roles are based in London, Sheffield and
Tankersley and all the jobs will disappear by the end of this year, the source said."As part of a
global relocation exercise, around 840 non-customer-facing IT roles will transfer from the UK
to other sites around the world,"” John Hackett, chief operating officer of HSBC UK, said in a
statement. The bank unveiled its three-year restructuring plan last year, designed to pare back
its sprawling global network by shutting underperforming businesses to improve earnings hurt
by high compliance costs, fines and low interest rates.
The restructuring will eventually eliminate one job in five around the world, and around a sixth
of jobs in Britain.
When the restructuring plan was announced, Chief Executive Officer Stuart Gulliver said most
of the job losses in Britain would come from employees leaving on their own accord.The Unite
union said many of the jobs will now be offshored to lower income countries such as India,
China and Poland.
"HSBC's decision to axe so many IT jobs is as ruthless as it is reckless,” said Dominic Hook,
national officer at Unite. "As IT glitches across the banks continue to prove, it is ultimately the
customers who will suffer the consequences."Problems with HSBC's computer system cut
customers off from access to online accounts on two occasions this year.
HSBC has 47,000 UK workers at the end of December, according to its most recent annual
report. More cuts are expected over the coming months as the bank continues to consolidate IT
and back office operations, the sources said.
HSBC's shares remained flat on Monday, in line with the benchmark FTSE 100 index .FTSE.
The lender's shares have fallen 20 percent this year as tough global market conditions have
hammered trading revenues for banks worldwide.
Reuters Media
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Antwerp’s first quarter box traffic rises 4.6pc to 2.5 million TEU

The Port of Antwerp handled during the first quarter 2.5 million TEU, an increase of terms of
4.6 per cent against the same period a year earlier, according to Shipping Gazette.
During this period the port handled 53.3 million tons of cargo, up 3.9 per cent.
Dry bulk volumes for the quarter fell by 17.9 per cent to 2.9 million tons, which port authorities
attributed to coal volumes plummeting 81.1 per cent year on year to 69,975 tons.
"The planned conversion of the coal-fired power station in Langerlo (Belgium) weighed
heavily on the result, but ports in general where coal is stored are faced with falling imports
and declining stocks," the port was cited as saying.

Bulkdistributor.com
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