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Summary of Beirut Port Statistics at May 2015  

 4compared with the same period of 201 

 
Subjects 1st 5 months 

2015 
1st 5  months  
2014 

+ / - + / - % 

Number  of vessels which 
called at Beirut Port 

704 837 -133 -15.89 % 

Total Tonnage handled (tons)  3,190 million 3,564 million -374 thousand -10.49 % 

Total  imports for Lebanese 
markets (tons)  

2,822 million 3,199 million -377 thousand -11.78 % 

Total  exports (Lebanese 
cargoes) (tons) (thousand) 

368 365 +3 +0.82 % 

Total Containers handled (TEU) 450,544 486,088 -35,544 -7.31 % 

Containers imported for local 
markets (TEU) 

152,678 150,968 +1,710 +1.13 % 

Containers exported with 
Lebanese cargoes (TEU) 

29,296 26,309 +2,987 +11.35 % 

Total Transshipment 
containers (TEU)  

147,737 172,639 -24,902 -14.42 % 

Total Cars handled (cars) 39,842 38,310 +1,532 +4 % 

Total Imported (cars)  34,203 32,264 +1,939 +6 % 

Total Re-exported (cars) 5,639 6,046 -407 -6.73 % 

Total Passengers - - - - 

Total Port revenues (USD) 
(million)  

94,485 87,899 +6,586  +7.49 % 

Total Harbor Master  fees 
(USD) (million) 

2,759 2,837 -78 thousand -2.75 % 

Total revenues (USD) (million)  97,244 90,736 +6,508 +7.17 % 
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“International Association of Ports & Harbours (IAPH)”
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 (IT Award) 

 (Port Communication Award) 

 Port Environment Award 
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Jade Weser Port
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Summary of Lebanese Customs Statistics at May 2015 
compared with the same period of 2014 

Subjects 1st 5 months 2015 
(USD) (million) 

1st  5 months  2014 
(USD) (million) 

+ / - (USD) 
(million) 

+ / - % 

Total  imports (million)  7099 8713 -1614 -19 % 

Total  exports (million)  1272 1387 -115 -8  % 

Trade deficit (million)  5827 7326 -1499 -20 % 

Lebanon trade deficit down to USD 5827 million at May 2015  
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Top 10 Exporting Countries to Lebanon in 1st 5 months of  2015 
 

+/- % +/- million USD 1st 5 months  
2014 (million) 
(USD) 

1st 5 months  
2015  (million) 
(USD) 

Country 

 

-24 % -256 1082 826 1- CHINA  
-35 % -271 768 497 2- ITALY 
-11 % -57 527 470 3- GERMANY 
-27 % -153 570 417 4- FRANCE 
+20 % +65 326 391 5- RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
-39 % -250 637 387 6- USA 
-3 % -8 307 299 7- GREECE 
-9 % -26 291 265    8 -TURKEY 
+12 % +24 195 219 9-UNITED KINGDOM 
-5 % -11 221 210 10- EGYPT 
-19 % -943 4924 3981 Total (USD) (million) 
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Top 10 Importing Countries from Lebanon in 1st 5 months of 2015  
+/- % +/- million USD 1st 5 months  

2014 (million) 
(USD) 

1st 5 months  
2015  (million) 
(USD) 

Country 

+10 % +15 150 165 1- SAUDI ARABIA 

+9 % +11 126 137 2- UAE 

-8 % -9 110 101 3- IRAQ 

-45 % -74 163 89 4- SOUTH AFRICA 

-18 % -18 100 82 5-SYRIA 

-19 % -10 54 44 6- JORDAN 

-5 % -2 39 37 7- QATAR 

+32 % +9 28 37 8- EGYPT 

- - 35 35 9- SWITZERLAND 

-36 % -22 61 39 10- TURKEY 

-12 % -100 866 766 Total (USD) (million) 

 

Massimo Marotti

Lebanon Central Bank’s foreign assets up 3% in first half of 2015 
The Central Bank’s interim balance sheet reached $90.7bn at the end of June 2015, 

constituting increases of 5.8% from 85.7bn at the end of 2014 and of 9.6% from $82.7bn at 

the end of June 2014, Byblos Bank Lebanon this week reported. 

Assets in foreign currency reached $38.9bn at the end of June 2015, reflecting a growth of 

2.6% from $37.9bn at end- 2014, and a rise of 4.8% from $37.1bn at end-June 2014. Assets 

in foreign currency decreased by $1.9m in January, by $410.6m in March, by $745.1m in 

April and by $481.5 in June, while they increased by $1bn in February and by $1.6bn in May 

2015. This resulted in an aggregate increase of $997m in the first half of 2015. Further, assets 

in foreign currency rose by $1.8bn from end-June 2014. 
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The value of the Central Bank’s gold reserves contracted by 1.2% in the first half of 2015 and 

by 10.7% year-on-year to $10.8bn. The value of gold reserves reached a peak of $16.7bn at 

the end of August 2011. The Central Bank’s securities portfolio increased by 15.8% in the 

first half of 2015 to $16.2bn.  

Further, deposits of the financial sector rose by $4.6 bn, or by 6.8%, in the first half of the 

year and by $10.4bn, or 16.9% annually to $72.1bn; while deposits of the public sector 

increased by $302.5m, or 5% year-to-June and contracted by $1.4bn or 18% year-on-year to 

$6.4bn. assets in foreign currencies decreased by $445.1m in 2013, and increased by $8.3bn 

in 2009, by $2.3bn in 2010, by $1.63bn in 2011, by $3.5bn in 2012 and by $2.6bn in 2014. 

I Loubnan Info 

********** 

Summary of containers handled at Beirut Port at May 2015 
 compared with the same period of 2014 

Subject 1st 5 months   
2015 (TEU) 

1st 5 months  
2014 (TEU) 

+ / - (TEU) + / - % 

Containers imported full for local markets 152,678 150,968 +1,710 +1.13 % 

Containers imported empty 1,728 233 +1,495 +641.63 % 

Containers exported full with Lebanese cargoes 29,296 26,309 +2,987 +11.35 % 

Containers re-exported empty  111,891  123,981 -12,090 -9.75 % 

Total transshipment containers (full & empty) 147,737 172,639 -24,902  -14.42 % 

Total containers restowed on board vessels 7,214  11,958 -4,744 -39.67 % 

Total containers handled (TEU) 450,544 486,088 -35,544 -7.31 % 

**********
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Pharaon launches Kobayat Festivals 2015 
Tourism Minister, Michel Pharaon, launched on Monday Kobayat Festivals 2015, in the 

presence of Culture Minister Raymond Araiji, MPs Hadi Hbeish and Riyad Rahhal, and a big 

number of official figures and dignitaries. 

“This Festival means a whole lot to us, especially because it’s going to be held thanks to the 

success of Tripoli and North Lebanon security plan’, the Minister said. 

He saluted the Lebanese Army and said that it would accord special care to Baalbek and 

Akkar and other Lebanese regions. 

“This means that Lebanon will enjoy a safe summer thanks to the deployment of the 

Lebanese Army forces along the borderline’, Pharaon said. 

“But we should believe in ourselves and not disrupt our summer season with inappropriate 

acts that can easily wait for a month or two’, he added. 

National News Agency (NNA) 

**********  
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Environment Minister discusses with Marotti joint Italian 

projects 
Environment Minister, Mohammad Mashnouk, welcomed in his ministry office the new 

Italian Ambassador to Lebanon Massimo Marotti in a protocol visit. 

The Pair discussed situation in Lebanon and went over the development and environmental 

projects carried out by the Italian government in cooperation with the Environment Minister. 

The Ambassador confirmed that Italy would continue to support Lebanon in various fields 

and is keen on preserving stability in it. 

National News Agency (NNA) 

********** 

Summary of Tripoli Port Statistics at May 2015 

 Compared with the same period of 2014 
 1st 5 months  

2015 
1st 5 months  
2014 

+ / - + / - % 

Number  of vessels which called 
at Tripoli Port  

247 216 +31 +14.35 % 

Total Tonnage handled (tons) 641,568 508,416 +133,152 +26.19 % 

Total imports (tons) 533,336 448,626 +84,710 +18.88 % 

Total exports (tons)  108,232 59,790 +48,442 +81.02 % 

Total Cars handled (cars) 2150 2118 +32 +1.51 % 

Total trailers by ro/ro 3572 2747 +825 +30 % 

Total Port revenues USD 5,696 million 5,064 million +632 thousand +12.48 % 

**********
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Gulftainer
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“Marlog 4”
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Summary of Beirut Port Statistics in May 2015 compared with April 2015 
Subjects May 2015 April  2015 + / - + / - % 

Total vessels 139 140 -1 -0.71 % 

Total Tonnage handled (tons) thousand 735 644 +91 +14.13 % 

Total  imports (tons) thousand 625 567 +58 +10.23 % 

Total  exports (tons) thousand 110 77 +33 +42.86 % 

Total Containers handled (TEU) 103,359 94,555 +8,804 +9.31 % 

Total Containers imported for local markets (TEU) 36,577 32,515 +4,062 +12.49 % 

Total Containers exported with Lebanese cargoes 
(TEU) 

8,156 6,424 +1,732 +26.96 % 

Total Transshipment containers (TEU)  28,506 32,496 -3,990 -12.28 % 

Total Cars handled (cars) 8,709 10,290 -1,581 -15.36 % 

Total Cars Imported (cars)  7,370 9,391 -2,021 -21.52 % 

Total cars Re-exported by sea (cars) 1,339 899 +440 +48.94 % 

Total Passengers - - - - 

Total Port revenues (USD) (million)  22,316 21,467 +849 
thousand 

+3.95 % 

Total harbor master revenues (USD) (thousand) 376 321 +55 +17.13 % 

Total states revenues out of Beirut Port (USD)  22,692 million 21,788 million +904 
thousand 

+4.15 % 
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“KIA”

“Toyota”

“Hyundai”
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Summary of Lebanese Customs statistics in May 2015 
+/-  % +/- (USD 

million) 
April 2015  
(USD million) 

May  2015 
(USD million) 

subject 

+3 % +42 million 1444 1486 Total import 
+25 % +58 million 235 293 Total export 
-1 % -16 million 1209 1193 Total deficit 

**********

Lebanon Trade deficit down to USD 1193 million in May 2015 
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Maritime exports grow by the second quarter. 

Port of Beirut benefits from suspension of land transportation 
Maritime exports grew by 23 percent to 39,000 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) in the 

first half of this year, compared to the same period in 2014, according to statistics issued 

today by the Port of Beirut (POB).  

Elie Zakhour, Chairman of the International Chamber of Navigation (ICN), said: “The 

interruption of land transportation at the Nassib crossing point in Jordan has led merchants to 

export by sea to Arab countries.” Exports are expected to grow even more in the coming 

months, as the Council of Ministers has approved a $21 million grant to support the 

difference between land and sea shipping costs. 

Cargo in containers are running from the POB to Saudi Arabia, where containers are 

unloaded onto trucks and moved by land to the Gulf markets. 

Revenues at the POB have increased by 12 percent to $118 million, following two years of 

zero growth. “One of the reasons behind the higher revenues is that last year, the POB 

administration raised tariffs by ten percent,” said Zakhour. 

Longer than usual storage periods by importers has also led to an increase in revenues. The 

Ministry of Finance had decided to inspect all incoming containers, which led to long delays 

in freeing goods to access the market.  

The number of ships fell by 15 percent. This fall is attributed to the entrance of large ships, 

which carry more goods and make fewer trips. A large number of these vessels are coming 

from China, according to Zakhour.  

Total TEUs went down by nine percent to 558,000 TEUs. The slower TEU activity is due to 

a slump of 21 percent in transshipment. “Truckers held strikes in the first few months of the 

year, protesting the filling of quay number four. This stalled transshipment activity,” he said.  

The total weight of goods was down by eight percent to 4 million tons. The number of 

vehicles grew by 11 percent to 49,000 cars.  

Lebanon Opportunities – Business News 

********** 

Beirut Port blazes IT trail 
Port of Beirut has been awarded for its IT Solution, the Port of Beirut Operations and 

Management System (POMS), which enables efficient and integrated processes for the port 

authority and port operators. 
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The Lebanese Port first implemented the system, developed by Germany-based software 

supplier INPLAN Gmbh, back in 2008, and by 2012, was fully operational. The solution 

includes the management of the port authority, cargo, terminal operators, real estate, billing 

and port community. 

Faouzi Allam, commercial and IT director at the port told Port Strategy the system came 

about as the result of expansion and an increase in demand. “Before the system, we worked 

manually; everything was done on paper’.  

The Port saw a significant rise in container volume- from 400,000 to 1.1 million TEU 

between 2005 and 2013 – and as a result, saw a rise in traffic and congestion, emissions and a 

lack of storage capacity. As part of its long-term strategy, the port also introduced new 

equipment, doubled the terminal area and reorganized and restructured operations. 

“Paperwork was overloaded and there was a lack of reliability on accurate clearing and 

billing of goods, so the development of the port and, therefore the introduction of sustainable 

IT infrastructure and port management software, was necessary’, Mr. Allam said. 

As a first step, a Cargo Management System (CAMA) was implemented to handle vessel and 

berth management, as well as general cargo, equipment, warehouses and port services. The 

IBS billing system was implemented as a second step and a final Real Estate Management 

module was added to integrate all fields of business. 

The solution has resulted in the elimination of congestion, reduced waiting times and 

emissions and an increase in operational profit by 55%. 

Commenting on the recent award, Mr. Allam added: “It is the result of our work over the past 

five years to develop a manual system to an automated system within a short period of time, 

enabling our customers to manage everything from the office. 

Going forward, Mr. Allam told PS there’s plans to expand the container terminal and 

implement a port community system to “complete the link” with all stakeholders “so we can 

unify things for our customers”. 

Port of Beirut was announced as the winner of the Gold prize for the IT award at the 29
th

 

IAPH World Ports Conference in Hamburg earlier this month. The silver award went to Port 

of Barcelona for its “From a paperless port to a smart port”, and the Bronze award to Jade 

Wesser Port for its “Smart SC-e Business Standardization in the Maritime Port”. 

Port Strategy 

********** 
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“Dubai 

World Center”

(Airbus A380)

“UASC”“MSC”“Hamburg Sud”

“UASC”“MSC”

“Hamburg Sud”

MESA

“UASC”

“Gioia Tauro”

”MSC”“Hamburg Sud”

“Alianca”
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“APM Terminals”

G6 Alliance to void four Asia-Europe sailings in July and August 
Member lines of the G6 Alliance have announced the voiding of four Asia-Europe sailings to 

meet market demand, said a joint statement from the group. 

As such, the G6 Alliance will void the following sailings: 

Loop 6 service in week 31 (westbound ETA Kaohsiung July 31). The westbound Kaohsiung 

call and the eastbound Jebel Ali call will be added into Loop 7 in the respective week. The 

westbound Colombo and Nansha calls will be added into Loop 4 and the Fuzhou call will be 

added into Loop 5, said the group statement. 
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Loop 7 service in week 32 (westbound ETA Qingdao August 3). The westbound Qingdao 

call will be added to Loop 4 in the respective week, with the newly added Gdansk call being 

covered by the Loop 5 in the respective week. 

Loop 4 service in week 33 (westbound ETA Ningbo August 14). The westbound Le Havre 

call will be added into Loop 6 in the respective week. 

Loop 5 service in week 34 (westbound ETA Kwangyang August 21). The westbound 

Kwangyang and Busan calls will be added into Loop 6 in the respective week. 

The G6 Alliance continues to offer a variety of services between Asia and Europe covering 

all major port pairs with weekly sailings, and to make further service adjustments where 

necessary. 

G6 Alliance members are APL, Hapag-Lloyd, Hyundai Merchant Marine, MOL, NYK and 

OOCL. 

Shipping Gazette 

********** 

“Busan”

“Busan”

“Busan”

“Busan”

Grimaldi to add five vessels for Europe/North America trade 
The Grimaldi Group has ordered five new PCTCs (Pure Car Truck Carriers) for its service 

linking the Mediterranean with North America. 

Grimaldi is investing US$300m in the new vessels, with an option for seven additional units. 
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The order has been placed with the Chinese Shipyard Yangfan, “thus starting an important 

partnership with the world’s leading company in the ro-ro sector” Grimaldi stated. 

Delivery of the five units, which have the capacity to handle over 7.800 rolling units is 

expected by 2017. Grimaldi is buying the vessels to support transport of new vehicles 

produced by FCA (Fiat Chrysler Automobiles) in Europe to the US and Canadian markets, a 

somewhat risky strategy seeing the fiat brand is virtually known in these markets. 

Nevertheless, Grimaldi is emphasizing the size and efficiency of the new vessels. “Besides 

being the largest car carriers on the market, the newbuildings will be highly efficient in terms 

of fuel consumption and environmental friendliness, so as to be named “The Green PCTCs”, 

proudly commented the President of the Grimaldi Group, Gianluca Grimaldi, together with 

the Managing Directors Emanuele Grimaldi and Diego Pacella. “The already siezable fleet of 

the Group will be enhanced with these state-of-art vessels, enabling it to provide ever 

sophisticated services to the automotive sector”, concludes the Board of the Neapolitan 

Group. 

“With this new order, the Grimaldi Group enriches its latest newbuildings programme which 

starts in 2013. The current order list of the Group includes also the delivery, by the end of the 

year, of two con/ro vessels, last of a series of six units built at Korean shipyards, all to be 

deployed on the Group’s services linking Europe to West Africa. 

“Moreover, five con/ro vessels will be delivered by 2016 to the subsidiary company Atlantic 

Container Line. With a loading capacity of 3.800 TEU, 28.900 square meters of rolling 

freight and 1.307 cars, they will be the largest vessels of their type ever built in the world, as 

well as faster, cleaner and more efficient than the ones currently in services to ACL” the 

company stated. 

World Cargo News     ********** 

“Maersk”

“Maersk”

“Hyundai”

Soren Toft“Maersk”

“Maersk”

(Feeder Vessels)
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“CMA CGM Kerguelen”

“CMA CGM Kerguelen”

“CMA CGM”

Egypt’s Suez Canal revenue at $449.6 mln in May 2015 
Egypt’s revenue from the Suez Canal rose to $449.6 million in May from $422.1 million in 

April, a government website said on Thursday. 

The Canal, the fastest shipping route between Europe and Asia, is one of Egypt’s main 

sources of foreign currency. 

Al Arabiya news    ********** 

“Shahid Rajaae”

“Tehran Times”

“Shahid Rajaae”

EIB loans Spain Є50 m for port efficiency 
Spain’s Minister for Economic Development, Ana Pastor, has accepted a loan amounting to 

Є50m from the European Investment Bank (EIB). 

The loan, one of two offered to Spain by the EIB, will go towards increasing inter-operability 

between different modes of transport and improve the overall efficiency of the ports, 

according to the Economic Development Ministry. 

Three ports in particular will benefit from the investment: Avilés, Castellón and Vigo. 
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At Vigo, the government is trying to establish a sea motorway service to Nantes, in France. 

This is of particular importance because the ro-ro service is being operated by the Suardiaz 

shipping line is transporting around 30.000 units of finished vehicles from north-western 

Spain to western France. These vehicles, which are a completely new traffic, are being built 

by Renault, in Valladolid, and will then be being sent by rail to Vigo for onward dispatch by 

sea. However, the daily service to France has yet to make a profit and needs short term 

economic support. 

Port Strategy 

********** 

Holding””Arkas 

“Arkas Holding”

(Auto Port)“Yenikoy”

“Arkas 

Holding”

 

A-E rate off 20.5pc to US$699/TEU, transpac falls 9.9pc to 

$1,280/FEU 

Spot rates from Asia to North Europe fell 20.5 per cent last week to US$699 per TEU, 

according to the Shanghai Containerised Freight Index (SCFI). 

The SCFI rate to US west coast fell 9.9 per cent to $ 1,280 per TEU and where down 4.7 per 

cent to $2,812 per TEU to the US cast coast. 

The Shanghai-Med SCFI rate fell 21.1 per cent from the previous week to $737, reported 

London’s Loadstar. 

Container Freight rates have so far increased in five weeks this year but fallen in 21 weeks, 

noted Reuters. 

Rates have returned to “normal” levels this week falling 10.7 per cent or 79.43 points to 

$666.02 on July 10, according to the Shanghai Shipping Exchange. 

Shipping Gazette 

********** 
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